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SUBJECT: JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION: RIYADH WATER ASSESSMENT 

1. EMBASSY HAS RELUCTANTLY AGREED TO PROPOSED TEAM TRAVEL TO 
COMPLETE RE-ASSESSMENT OF RIYADH WATER NEEDS. OUR 
ACQUIESCENCE IS BASED ON OUR CONCURRENCE THAT RIYADH'S NEEDS 
ARE INDEED DESPERATE AND PREPARATION IN DISARRAY. NEVERTHE- 
LESS. WASHINGTON MUST BE AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL HAZARDS 
INHERENT IN THIS PROJECT. 

2. PRINCE MOHAMMED BIN FAISAL, PRESIDENT OF THE SALINE WATER 
CONVERSION CORPORATION HAS LONG BEEN INSISTING THAT RIYADH 
BE SUPPLIED DESALTED WATER BY PIPELINE FROM THE GULF. 

OTHERS, INCLUDING ARAMCO, USGS AND THE CORPS OF ENGINEERS, 
CLAIM THERE ARE VERY LARGE, POTENTIALLY EXPLOITABLE, UNDER- 
GROUND SOURCES WITHIN 20 KILOMETERS OF RIYADH. SOME OFFICIALS 
IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND WATER CERTAINLY 

WOULD LIKE TO USE THE CLOSER, CHEAPER SOURCE. THE 
SITUATION IS COMPLICATED BY THE FACT THAT A NEW MINISTER 
HAS RECENTLY TAKEN OFFICE. 

3. ALMOST ANY RECOMMENDATION WHICH THE TEAM MAKES AFTER 
IT HAS COMPILED A RESUME OF PAST STUDIES AND PROPOSALS 
WILL ALIENATE SOME SEGMENT OF THE SAG. WE EXPECT THAT 
THE FINAL REPORT WILL BE A MAJOR VEHICLE THROUGH WHICH 
THE MOWA WILL ATTEMPT TO REVERSE PAST DECISIONS TO GO WITH 
PRINCE MOHAMMED'S EXPENSIVE PROPOSALS. PRINCE MOHAMMED 
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THE NEXT FIVE TO 15 YEARS. AT LEAST SOME OF THIS MONEY 
COULD BE SSPENT ON U.S. EQUIPMENT. 

4. EMBASSY WILL SUPPORT THE PROJECT TO ITS FULLEST, BUT 
TEAM MEMBERS AND INTER AGENCY GROUP MUST BE FULLY AWARE 
OF THE PITFALLS, AND MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO MINIMIZE THE 
FALLOUT FROM THE EXPLOSION WHICH IS ALMOST SURE TO OCCUR 
WHEN THE PROJECT IS COMPLETE. 
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